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EDUCATION VISA PROCESS  

(Beginner to Advance) 

Step 1: Getting documents ready.  
In order to apply for an ED visa to be able to study Thai language courses with the Knowledge,  

the student needs to have at least 12 months remaining validity and sufficient blank pages in 

their passport. The student’s tourist visa must have validity for at least 3 weeks from the date the 

application documents are submitted. 

 

The student MUST enroll in the Thai Language course 270-hour package (for an 8-month ED 

visa) or the 400-hour package (for a 14-month ED visa). This package includes the student’s 

textbook (Speaking and Listening Book 1, Reading and Writing Book1), level test, and the fee for 

processing the letter from the Ministry Of Education (5,000 baht). Please note that The 

Knowledge will process your application once the payment has been received and all necessary 

documentation has been submitted.  

 

The student needs to prepare the following documents (send all hard copies with 

original signature to The Knowledge)  

1.1   15 Passport photographs - these need to be 2”x2” or 3x4 cm. The student must be dressed 

neatly in the photo.  (White Background Only) 

1.2  5 sets of passport copies (all pages with immigration stamps (from any country) on 

 them) with student’s signature on each page. Please note that you will need at least 18 

 months remaining validity and sufficient blank pages in your passport.  

1.3  Police criminal history check (the document must be translated into Thai). This is 

necessary for some nationalities and must be issued from your home country (see the list 

at the end of the document). 

Documents provided by The Knowledge  

 

1.1  Copy of School Registration & Copy of Director Registration  Director’s signature  

1.2  School Regulations Form with Director’s signature 

1.3  Course syllabus with Director’s  signature 

1.4               5 sets of “Personal History Check” Form, available at The Knowledge with  

             student’s signature on each page. 

1.5               5 sets of “Purpose of Attending” Form, available at The Knowledge with student’s             

 signature on each page.  

1.6   Application form + receipt for full amount of payment at front available at The 

 Knowledge with student’s signature on the application form.  
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Step 2: Processing a letter from The Ministry of Education. 
 

 2.1 To get the necessary papers from the Ministry Of Education in order to apply for the 

 first 90-days ED visa takes at least 3 weeks from the time The Knowledge has received 

            documentation from the student.  

Remarks:   

- Please note that The Knowledge has a fixed weekly schedule for submitting all documentation at The 

Ministry of Education by 9 am every Wednesday. Any enquiry that needs to be processed more quickly 

or outside of the schedule of The Knowledge will incur an extra 500-baht fee from the student.    

- If the Ministry of Education rejects the student’s application or the student chooses to cancel the 

application process before or after the documents have been submitted to the Ministry of Education, 

The Knowledge will refund the enrollment fees back to the student after deducting 5000 baht in service 

and 1500 baht in application fees. 

-  

2.2 Once The Knowledge has received documentation from The Ministry of Education, a staff 

member will inform the student that they can come to pick up all necessary documents to 

apply for a Non-Immigrant Education Visa at the Thai Embassy or Thai Consulate. 

(Students of some nationalities will need to return to their home country if they are not 

currently living there. See the list at the end of this document.)  

Remark:  

- After The Knowledge has informed the student that the documents are ready to pick up, the 

student must pick them up from The Knowledge within 3 weeks. If the student does not pick up 

the documents within this time, the approval letter from the Ministry of Education will expire 

and The Knowledge will need to reprocess this document. In this case, the student will need to 

pay an additional fee of 5000 baht. 

- Please be informed that in this step the student MUST inform The Knowledge’s education 

consultant in advance at which Embassy they are planning to apply for the ED visa.  This is so 

that The Knowledge can prepare the correct documents.  

- Students from some countries may choose to apply for the ED visa at a Thai embassy in any 

country. Some Thai embassies are stricter than others about ED visa policies. The Knowledge 

can recommend an embassy to the best of its ability, but we cannot guarantee that a student 

will get the visa from any particular embassy. 

- Students from some countries must return to their home country to apply for the ED visa. (See 

list at the end of this document.) It is the student’s responsibility to choose the appropriate 

embassy or consulate based on their nationality. 

- Note: Students from China must apply for the ED visa at the Thai embassy or consulate closest 

to their place of birth (or current residence). Students from countries without a Thai 

embassy or consulate must apply at the nearest Thai embassy or consulate. The Knowledge 

will recommend which embassy the student should submit their application to, but it is the 

student’s responsibility to contact this embassy and confirm that they should submit their 

application at that embassy.  

- The Knowledge will not offer reimbursement for any costs related to travel to Thai embassies 

or fees for applying for visas at Thai embassies. 
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 Step 3: Apply ED visa in overseas Thai Embassies or consulates.  
3.1 Please check the working hours and relevant holidays of the Embassy at which you plan to 

apply for the ED visa. This must be the same one that you have informed The Knowledge of 

in Step 2. It takes at least 2 working days to get a Non-immigrant ED 90 day visa.  

3.2 It is the student’s responsibility to pay for the visa application (approximately 60 US 

dollars for Single Entry or 150 US dollars for Multiple entry) directly to the Thai Embassy 

or consulate.  

3.3 It is the student’s responsibility to prepare a bank statement showing at least 20,000 THB 

in your bank account in Thailand or another country. The statement should be issued no 

more than one month before you apply for the ED visa. 

Remark: 

- If the student’s application is rejected by the Thai Embassy or consulate, the student has two choices: 

 1) The Knowledge will refund the enrollment fees back to the student after deducting 5000 baht in            

        service and 1500 baht in application fees. If the student has already begun studying in the course 

 before returning to get the ED visa, then the study fee will be refunded pro-rata based on the  

       number of hours that the student studied.  

 2) The Knowledge will re-process the student’s application and obtain a new study approval letter 

 from the Ministry of Education. The student may then pick up the letter at our office, or we can 

 send the letter to them (though the student would need to pay an additional fee of 2000 baht for 

 FED EX). However, The Knowledge will not be responsible for any related expenses related to the 

 student’s travel to apply for the ED visa. If the student’s application is rejected again by the 

 Thai embassy, the student may return to Choice 1) as above. 

Note: If The Knowledge determines that the student would have no chance of getting the ED  

visa after processing the documents again, then the student may return to Choice 1) as above. 

- After receiving a Thai visa from the embassy, the student must enter Thailand before the entry date 

stated on their visa. If they do not enter before this date, they will need to reprocess the application for 

the education visa. The fee for this will be a 5000 baht processing fee + 1500 baht application fee. 

Step 4: After the student returns to Thailand.  
4.1 When the student returns to Thailand with a 90 days ED visa, the student MUST bring their passport 

to The Knowledge within 7 days after their arrival, as The Knowledge needs to submit the application 

for the student’s second letter by making copies of their passport and visa which must be signed by 

the student. This step takes at least 4 weeks to process. The student should keep in touch with The 

Knowledge regularly getting updates on the process. If the student does not submit their passport 

within 7 days of their arrival, The Knowledge will not be able to process the needed paperwork on 

time, which will affect the student’s next visa extension at the Department of Immigration. 

4.2 During this 90-day stay, if the student wishes to leave Thailand they MUST apply for a RE-ENTRY 

PERMIT which can be done 7 days in advance at the immigration office in Chaengwattana or at 

the airport on your departure date. If the student leaves the country without applying for a Re-Entry 

permit their visa will be cancelled and they will have to re-process again, incurring 5000 baht extra 

cost to receive paperwork from the MOE. However, we cannot guarantee that the visa application 

will be approved again. In this case, no refund will be issued.  
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4.3 In case the student leaves Thailand without getting a re-entry permit The Knowledge will need to 

reprocess the visa application. This will incur a 5000 baht processing fee and a 1500 baht application 

fee. After getting the new visa, the student will need to study for 270 hours total. The Knowledge will 

carry over the remaining study hours from the student’s first visa, but the student will need to 

purchase additional study hours to reach the total of 270. 

 

Remark: After the student returns to Thailand with an ED visa, the course fee is not refundable. 

Step 5: Testing and Visa Extension / Address Report at the Immigration 

Department  
 

Once the second letter from The MOE has been received (see step 4.1), it means that the student is 

allowed to stay in Thailand with the ED visa for another 5 months. The student still MUST submit 

a Visa Extension which paid direct to the Immigration Office and Address Report to the 

Immigration Office at the end of the 3rd month (60-day extension), at the end of the 5th month (60-

day extension), and the end of the 7th month (30-day extension). The fee for each visa extension is 

1,900 baht.  

Students must pass a test from the Ministry of Education at the end of the 7th month in order to 

get a letter approving their completion of the course. Students who would like to continue 

studying Advanced Thai will need this letter to apply for their second Education visa (which will 

allow them to study for a further 6 months). They must also completed quizzes from The 

Knowledge as proof that they have been studying. It is the student’s responsibility to complete all 

necessary quizzes before the test date. 

5.1 The student needs to contact The Knowledge at least 14 days before the initial 90 days expires 

so The Knowledge can arrange the student’s paperwork for the visa extension and address 

report on time.  

5.2 The student visits the Department of Immigration with documents that are provided by The 

Knowledge as well as the extension fee. (Pay directly to the Immigration Office.) Note: This 

step can be done up to a month in advance before the visa extension expires each time.  

5.3 Upon completion of both steps 5.1 and 5.2, the student will now have a new stay permit (up to 

60 days) in their passport and an Address Reporting slip. The student should contact The 

Knowledge again to keep records updated, as the student will need to repeat steps 5.1 and 5.2 

each time for the extension of stay and address reporting.  

5.4 The Knowledge staff will accompany the student to the Department of Immigration for their 

first visa extension trip, but after that the student will need to go on their own. 

5.5 If the student should need to go to the Department of Immigration for 90-day reporting, the 

student will need to go on their own.  
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APPENDIX A 

Citizens of the following countries are currently not allowed to apply for a Non-

ED Visa 

Cameroon***** Republic of the 
Congo***** 

Senegal***** Democratic Republic of 
the Congo***** 

Ivory Coast/ 
Cote d’lvore 

*****  

Gabon***** 

Gambia***** Ghana***** Guinea***** Guinea Bissau***** Liberia***** Mali***** 

Niger***** Nigeria***** Togo*****    

Nationals of the following countries need to apply for the ED visa in their home 

country  

A-C D-F G-I J-L M-O P-R S-U V-Z 

Afghanistan Djibouti India*** Jordan Madagascar Pakistan 
Sao Tome & 
Principle *****  

Venezuela 
***** 

Algeria Ecuador***** Iran Kenya***** Malawi Palestine Saudi Arabia Vietnam* 

Angola***** Egypt Iraq Kuwait 
Mauritania 
***** 

Panama 
***** 

Seychelles Yemen 

Argentina***** 
Equatorial 
Guinea***** 

Israel Lebanon Mauritius 
Paraguay 
***** 

Sierra Leone 
***** 

Zambia 

Bahrain Eritrea 
Guyana*
**** 

Lesotho Morocco 
Peru**** 
and ***** 

Somalia 
***** 

Zimbabwe 

Bangladesh Ethiopia*****  Libya Mozambique Qatar South Africa  

Benin***** 
French-
Guiana*****  

  Namibia 
Rwanda 
***** 

South Sudan  

Bolivia*****    Nepal*  Sri Lanka*  

Botswana    North Korea*  Sudan*****  

Brazil*****    Oman  
Suriname 
***** 

 

Burkina Faso*****      Swaziland  

Burundi*****      Syria  

Cambodia*      
Tanzania 
***** 

 

Cape Verde      Tunisia  

Central African   
Republic***** 

     Turkey  

Chad*****      
Trinidad and 
Tobago***** 

 

China**      Uganda*****  

Colombia*****      
United Arab 
Emirates 

 

Comoros        

Cuba*        

Remark : 
* Applicants from these countries are not required to provide a criminal background check. 
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** Chinese applicants must return to the Thai embassy or consulate nearest to their hometown when applying for the 
Non-Ed visa. Chinese applicants do not need to provide a criminal background check. 
***Applicants from India are advised that the Thai embassy does not often accept student visa applicants, and if they 
wish to apply then they do so at risk that their application will be rejected. 
****Applicants from Peru do not need to return to their home country. However, they must provide a criminal 
background check from their home country or Thailand with their visa application. 
***** Applicants from these countries are declared Yellow Fever Infected Areas and must provide an international 
health certificate for Yellow Fever Vaccination when they submit the visa application at a Thai Embassy or Thai 
Consulate. See more details at 
http://www.consular.go.th/main/contents/filemanager/ThaiVisaInformation/1.2%20List%20Yellow%20Fever.jpeg 

Appendix B: 

Schedule of Testing and Visits to the Department of Immigration 
 

Month Ministry of Education Immigration 
Arrive in Thailand with an Education Visa in your passport 

(90-day validity stamp) 

1   

2   

3  60-day renewal at the end of the 3rd month (1900 baht 
fee) 

4   

5  60-day renewal at the end of the 5th month 
(1900 baht fee) 

6   

7 Test for Beginner and Intermediate Levels 
(after passing, the student can process the 

letter for their second ED-visa) 

30-day renewal at the end of the 7th month 
(1900 baht fee) 

8   

Re-apply for 2nd Education Visa at neighboring country  
(Students from some countries need to return to their home country to apply) (2000 baht fee) 

1   

2   

3  60-day renewal at the end of the 3rd month 
(1900 baht fee) 

4   

5  30-day renewal at the end of the 5th month 
(1900 baht fee) 

6 Test for Advanced Level  

 

 

 


